RULES REGARDING THE DOUBLE FIRST BASE
1. Initial Play at First Base
On the initial play at first base, the batter-runner must touch the colored (foul-territory) portion of the base. The defense must use the white (fair-territory) portion to record an out.
2. Defensive Use of the Base
A force out at first base may only be recorded by the defense touching the white portion of the base.
3. Definition of a “Play at First Base”
A play at first base is defined as a defensive attempt to retire the batter-runner at first base. A late or non-competitive throw does not constitute a play.
4. No Play at First Base (Extra-Base Hits)
If there is no play at first base (for example, on a double, triple, or home run), the batter-runner may touch the white base only.
5. Uncaught Third Strike  (Majors)
On an uncaught third strike, both the batter-runner and the fielder may use either the white or colored portion of first base. 
The following guidelines are provided to promote safety and consistency. Umpires should allow flexibility in uncaught third strike situations and prioritize collision avoidance over strict base assignment.
· When the fielder making the play is positioned primarily in fair territory, the batter-runner should use the colored (foul-territory) base, and the fielder should use the white (fair-territory) base.
· When the fielder making the play is positioned primarily in foul territory, either the batter-runner or the fielder may use either portion of the base, based on the path of the play and to avoid contact.
6. After Reaching First Base
Once the batter-runner has safely reached first base and the initial play is complete, the runner must return to and remain on the white portion of the base for all subsequent actions (steals, pickoffs, tagging up, etc.).
7. Batted Balls and Fair/Foul Status
· A batted ball that hits any part of the white base is fair.
· A batted ball that hits only the colored base is foul.
8. Penalty and Enforcement
If, on the initial play at first base, the batter-runner touches only the white base when required to use the colored base, the runner may be declared out on appeal, provided the appeal is made before the runner returns to the correct base.
In Minors divisions, umpires should prioritize instruction and safety. An out should be called only when the incorrect base use creates a safety risk or provides a clear competitive advantage. In Majors, the rule should be enforced consistently, while still keeping player safety as the primary objective.



